Protecting your home from burglary
How you can keep your home safe

How to use this fact sheet

WA Police wrote this fact sheet. When you see
the word ‘we’, it means WA Police Force.

We have written this fact sheet in an easy
to read way.
We use pictures to explain some ideas.

Not bold

Bold

We have written some words in bold.
This means the letters are thicker and darker.

This Easy Read fact sheet is a summary of
another fact sheet.

www.

You can find the other fact sheet on our website.

You can ask for help to read this fact sheet.
A friend, family member or support person may
be able to help you.
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What is burglary?

This fact sheet is about how you can protect
your home from burglary.

Burglary is when someone:
•

breaks into a house or building

•

steals something.

Many burglars get in through doors or windows
that aren’t locked.

We want to stop burglaries from happening to
people who live in WA.

With the community’s help, we can stop
more burglars.
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Check how safe your home is
We have some questions you can think about
to check how safe your home is.

List
yes

You don’t need to answer ‘yes’ to everything

no
yes

on this list.

But the more things you can answer ‘yes’ to,
the safer your home is.

‘yes’

You can put a tick next to the things you can
answer ‘yes’ to.

Outside your home
It’s important to make sure things outside your
home are safe too.

☐ Do you keep your garage or shed locked?
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☐ Do you store your tools or ladders safely?

☐ Are the trees and plants near your home
too small for someone to hide behind?

☐ Do the entrances to your home have
good lighting?

☐ Do you have lights that come on when 		
someone moves in front of them?

These things make it hard for someone to hide
near your home.
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Your doors and windows

Burglars can use your doors and windows to get
inside your home.

☐ Do you have strong doors?

Strong doors are hard to break.

☐ Do you have locks on your doors
and windows?

☐ Do you have security screens on your doors
and windows?

Locks and security screens make it hard to break
into your home.

Page 6

Other things to think about

☐ Do you have an alarm?

☐ Do you have a security camera?

An alarm or security camera can make it easier
for police to find someone who has tried to break
into your home.

☐ Do you know your neighbours?

Your neighbours might notice if someone tries to
break into your home.
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List
☐ Do you keep a list or photos of your
valuable items?

If your valuable items are stolen, a list or photos
could make them easier to find or replace.
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Who can you tell if you see something suspicious?

000

In an emergency, you can call the police on:
000

You can also call the police if it is not an
emergency on:
131 444

You can call Crime Stoppers if you see someone
doing something suspicious.

You can call Crime Stoppers on:
1800 333 000
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Write down information
It can be helpful to write down what you see
when you see someone:
•

committing a crime

•

doing something suspicious.

It might be easier to remember what you saw if
you write it down.

You could write down information about the
person, such as:

•

how old you think they are

•

what their face looks like

•

what they are wearing

•

if they have any tattoos or scars.
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You could write down:

•

when you saw them – the date and time

•

where you saw them.

If the person has a car, you could write down:

?
1N0B 075

•

what type of car it was

•

the licence plate number

•

who you see in the car.

The Information Access Group created this Easy Read document using
stock photography and custom images. The images may not be reused
without permission. For any enquiries about the images, please visit
www.informationaccessgroup.com. Quote job number 3543-B.
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In an emergency, call the police on 000. Call 106 if you have a hearing impairment.
If it’s not an emergency, you can call the police on 131 444.

